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vagrancy. After 1819, as children born of Catholic marriages were considered illegitimate
and therefore entitled to a settlement in the parish in which they were born, and as the
mother of such a child was irremovable during its infancy, many Irish were able to escape
removal. It was said in 1834 that 'the parents knowing the dilemma in which parishes are
thus placed, make use of the circumstances as a means of extorting relief, threatening to
desert their children if their applications are unattended to.' (Poor Law Report, 1834,
XXXVI, p. 184, k.) (WhitechapeL)
 (55)	Evidence of Mr Bodkin to the Committee on Emigration, 1826, as recorded by
Place. Add. MSS. 27825, fo. 260. In the Report (p. 214) the wording is condensed.
 (56)	* The Irish street-folk are, generally speaking, a far more provident body of people
than the English street-sellers. To save, the Irish will often sacrifice what many Englishmen
consider a necessary, and undergo many a hardship.... They will treasure up halfpenny
after halfpenny, and continue to do so for years, in order to send money to enable then-
wives and children, and even their brothers and sisters, when in the depth of distress in
Ireland, to take snipping for England.... But they will not save to preserve either them-
selves or their children from the degradation of a workhouse; indeed they often, with the
means of independence secreted on their persons, apply for poor relief and that principally
to save the expenditure of their own money.... Not one of them but has a positive genius
for begging — both the taste and the faculty for alms-seeking developed to an extra-
ordinary extent.* (Mayhew, London Labour and the London Poor, i, 1851, p. 115.)
The custom of combining begging with street-selling was one of the reasons for the
London costerrnongers* dislike of the Irish; Mayhew quotes the remark -of one of the
former, * they'll beg themselves into a meal and work us out of one', p. 116.
 (57)	A. M. Hyamson, A History of the Jews in England, 1908, pp. 236 f£; C Booth
Life and Labour of the People in London Poverty', iii, p. 174.
 (58)	Smollett, History of England, ed. of 1790, iii, p. 347. See also Parliamentary History^
xiv, pp. 1390 ft
 (59)	Sessions Papers, January 1743-4.
 (60)	Letter from Sir J. Fielding to the Earl of Suffolk, S. P. Dom. Geo. Ill parcel 8.
It appears from the letter that there were three kinds of passes granted by the agents of
the packets at Brill for the reception of passengers: whole, 135., half, 6s., and *poor" or
gratis, cf. Cordosa's use of free passes.
(<5i) Lacombe, Tableau de Londres, 1784., p. 38.
 (62)	G. B. Hertz, British Imperialism in the Eighteenth Century, 1908, Chapter HL
 (63)	Colquhoun, Police of the Metropolis, 1800, p. 120.
 (64)	Some London Jews however were employed in industries. Diamond cutting was a
Jewish industry (in Holland); it was also a London trade and in 1734 Moses Levi was a
diamond cutter in London (Sessions Papers, December 1734). Pencil-making seems to
have been a Jewish industry as early as the thirties (see the account of Joseph Isaacs in the
text). Isaac Solomon was a maker of improved lead pencils in 1771 and a man of some
standing 0. T. Smith, A Book for a Rainy Day, ed. of 1905, p. 177). In 1870, Samuel
Solomons of Whitechapel, pencil-maker, was tried as a Gordon rioter. In a list of the six
principal London embroiderers in 1763 there are two Jewish names (T. Mortimer,
Universal Director). In 1767 Michael Jacobs was apprenticed to Mordecai Levy of White-
chapel, a glass-engraver (Middlesex Sessions Book, September 1771). Jewish working
jewellers and watchmakers seem to have been not uncommon, though Jews were more
often dealers in jewellery and watches. Poor Jewish girls are frequendy described in the
Sessions Papers as necklace makers.
 (65)	C Russell and H. S. Lewis, The Jew in London ... 1900, pp. 13-14.

